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FEDERAL 
Congress 

The House and Senate are both on recess until Oct. 15. 

 

Last week, the Senate joined the House and passed a continuing resolution (CR) that would provide continued funding for 

government programs through Nov. 22. The current FY 2019 funding expires Monday, Sept. 30. Congress has not yet 

approved any FY 2020 funding bills and without at CR, a government shutdown would have been inevitable.  
 

The CR also delays the onset of the $4 billion cut to Medicaid Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) payments, 

scheduled to go into effect Oct. 1. Lawmakers are still actively working on legislation to delay DSH cuts by two or four 

years given the effectiveness of the program to allow high-Medicaid utilizers to offset the underpayment of Medicaid. 

However, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) released a final rule on Sept. 25 to implement the 
required Medicaid DSH state allotment reductions according to existing statute in the Affordable Care Act (ACA). The 

rule does not affect how states distribute their Medicaid DSH funds, only how the aggregate DSH cuts will be applied by 

state. The final rule takes effect in 60 days.  

 

Last week, the House Energy and Commerce (E&C) Subcommittee on Health and the Education and Labor Subcommittee 

on Health, Employment, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) held hearings on H.R. 3, the “Lower Drug Costs Now Act of 2019.” 
Both hearings highlighted the partisan divide surrounding drug pricing solutions. The Senate is continuing to consider a 

drug package authored by Sen. Grassley, which passed the Senate Finance Committee, though with substantial GOP 

opposition. Many lawmakers and the White House are reportedly eager to move drug legislation this year. However, Sen. 

Grassley recently publicly cautioned that it is possible further action in the Senate might not occur until next year. The full 

legislative text of the Senate package was recently released and most of the provisions within the bill are geared towards 
Medicare, specifically limiting out-of-pocket costs under Medicare Part D. However, those provisions specific to 

Medicaid are: 

 Allow Medicaid to pay for gene therapies for rare disease through new risk-sharing value-based agreements; 

 Pressure manufacturers to lower list prices and report more accurate calculations of their rebate obligations; 

 Prevent spread pricing by PBMs in the Medicaid program.  

 Increase the Medicaid rebate cap from 100% to 125% of a drug's average manufacturing price, intended to 

discourage drug manufacturers' price increases in non-Medicaid markets; 

 Allow states to apply Medicaid drug rebate requirements to drugs provided in outpatient hospital services through 

bundled or value-based payment arrangements 

 
STATE 
Nebraska Legislature 

Interim studies and hearings are meant to be viewed as a glance into what bills may be offered during the following 

legislative session. While trends begin to form, particularly around child welfare initiatives and Medicaid expansion 

concerns, distress with vaping is likely to be carried forward once again by state Senator Dan Quick (R-Dist. 35, Grand 

Island).  
 

Last Friday, the senator offered an interim study before the Health and Human Services Committee to gather more 

information about the growing health concerns and what state senators can do to protect children from taking on the 

addictive habit. Earlier this year, he successfully passed a bill that increases the legal age to purchase nicotine products 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2019-09-25/pdf/2019-20731.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/The%20Prescription%20Drug%20Pricing%20Reduction%20Act%20of%202019%20Section%20by%20Section%20FINAL%2009252019.pdf


from 18 to 19. That law will take effect Jan. 1. Senator Quick offered he is considering bans on vaping in public places as 

well as increasing that age to 21, which was his original intent.  

 
Hearings this week at the Nebraska Legislature include: 

 LR103 (Sen. Lowe)- Interim study to review staffing concerns including, but not limited to, staff retention at the 

Beatrice State Developmental Center, the Lincoln Regional Center, the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment 

Center-Geneva, and the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center-Kearney; HHS Committee on Oct. 3 at 

1:30pm. 

 LR200 (Sen. Quick)- Interim study to examine programming provided at the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment 

Center-Geneva and the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center-Kearney and the need for additional 

programming; HHS Committee on Oct. 3 at 1:30pm. 

 LR139 (Sen. Lowe)- Interim study to examine the feasibility of increasing the presence of the University of 

Nebraska Medical Center in central and western Nebraska by strengthening collaborations with the University of 

Nebraska at Kearney; HHS Committee on Oct. 3at 1pm. 

 LR63 (Sen. Linehan)- Interim study to examine educational service units (ESU); Education Committee on Oct.4 

at 8:30am. 

 LR232( Sen. McCollister)- Interim study to examine the processes and procedures used in the assessment and 

valuation of real property and in appeals before the Tax Equalization and Review Commission; Revenue 

Committee on Oct. 4 at 1:30pm. 

 LR165( Sen. McDonnell)- Interim study to examine issues related to municipal firefighting and emergency 

medical services; Urban Affairs Committee on Oct. 4 at 9:00am. 

 
Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 

Hearings this week at DHHS: 

 Title 471, NAC 14- Occupational Therapy Services 

 Title 469, NAC 1-4- Assistance to the Aged, Blind or Disabled Program 

 Title 185, NAC 1-11- Statewide Trauma System 

 Title 181, NAC 10- Screening for Newborns for Critical Congenital Heart Disease 

 Title 480, NAC – Home and Community- Based Waiver Services 

 Title 172, NAC 5- Mandatory Reporting by Health Care Professionals, Facilities, Peer Organizations and 

Professional Associations  

 Title 172, NAC 98- Advanced Practice Registered Nurse Licensure  

 Title 172, NAC 61- Licensure of Medical Nutrition Therapists 

 Title 172, NAC 101- Practice of Nursing 

 Title 186, NAC 3- External Cause of Injury 

 Title 174, NAC 3- Viewing and Release of Vital Records 

 Title 174, NAC 1 – Compilation of Information Submitted on Abortion Reporting and Consent Forms 

 Title 181, NAC 11- Native American Public Health Program 

 Title 183, NAC 5 – Nursing Student Loan Program 
 

 

 (Sources: CHA, AHA, dhhs.ne.gov, Congress.gov, CMS.gov, OWH, LJS, Nebraskalegislature.gov) 
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