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FEDERAL 

Congress 

Children’s Hospital & Medical Center (Children’s) has joined Children’s Hospital Association (CHA) on a CEO sign-on 

letter urging Health and Human Services (HHS) leaders that children’s hospitals need additional immediate funding that 

recognizes their losses as result of the pandemic and to ensure they can continue their essential role for children. 

Discussions with HHS and Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) suggest a general distribution of funding 

is expected in June. Additionally, CMS is working on another Medicaid-specific tranche of funding  specifically allocated  

to  hospitals  previously excluded. Children’s hospitals across the country are expected to be included in the June 

distribution although details remain scarce. 

 

On Friday the House passed H.R. 6800, the Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions (HEROES) 

Act. The bill appropriates an additional $100 billion in funding for public health with specific instructions on how funding 

is spent and is based on a quarterly application request. The largely Democratic bill is not expected to be taken up in the 

Senate. We are asking the Senate to provide $10 billion in dedicated funding to children’s hospitals in any upcoming bill 

they put together, which is also missing from the HEROES Act. The Senate sign-on letter has been circulated to both 

Senator Deb Fischer and Senator Ben Sasse of Nebraska.  

 

During the House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Health  last week, Dr. Rick Bright, the former Director of 

BARDA, came forward as a whistleblower making allegations about the lack of urgency by Administration to respond to 

COVID-19. The committee continues to provide oversight to the decisions made by the Administration as well as testing, 

contact tracing, food supply, and public health.  

 

Hearings this week: 

 Senate Committee on Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs- Quarterly CARES Act Report to Congress. Tuesday, 

May 19 at 9:00am (CST).  

 

 

STATE 

Nebraska Legislature 

Tax receipts for the month of April were just posted at $469M, 41% below the certified forecast of $795M. Tax refunds 

were $124M (31.4% below) as Governor Ricketts delayed the tax return deadline until July 15, greatly impacting 

individual and corporate income tax receipts. It is important to continue to monitor the health of our economy during this 

crisis as Children’s partners with multiple state agencies to fulfill our mission- To improve the life of every child. Agency 

budget cuts may be required should tax receipts continue to decline. 

 

Chairman of the Appropriations Committee John Stinner is hoping the Legislature delays session through the tax deadline 

to gain a stronger prediction of  the state-of-the-state in the midst of COVID. Others want session to begin June 8. While 

we still do not know when senators will return to Lincoln for the 17 remaining days, Speaker of the Legislature Jim 

Scheer (R-Dist. 22, Norfolk) says he will offer a 7-10 day notice.  

 

Meanwhile, Nebraska’s Attorney General Doug Peterson joined 13 other Republican AGs for  a state-federal partnership 

to hold China accountable for damages caused by the spread of COVID-19. This occurs as leaders from the World Health 

Organization (WHO) assemble virtually to discuss vaccines, testing, treatment and  supplies for COVID-19 where several 

countries are expected to call for an investigation into the virus’s origin.  

 

../COVID-19/Childrens_Hospital%20Letter%20to%20HHS_05-15-20.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6800
../COVID-19/COVID19_Relief_talking_points_May2020.pdf
../COVID-19/COVID19_relief_Senate_Dear_Colleague_supporting_childrens_hospitals_051520.pdf
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings


Nebraska Election Results 

A record 471,000  Nebraskans voted  last week in the Primary, with only 1 in 7 Nebraskans voting in-person. Click here 

for the results from last Tuesday.  

 

Nebraska Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) 

A new campaign begins this week in Nebraska- #CallYourPediatrician-encouraging parents to bring their children in for 

their well checks. Children’s pediatricians were active in advocating for the importance of well checks even in the midst 

of a pandemic.  

 
 (Sources: CHA, AHA, CMS, HHS.gov, Senate.gov,  Nebraska.gov, OWH, LJS) 
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