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FEDERAL 

United States Supreme Court 

Last Friday, Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg passed away at the age of 87 of complications from metastatic 
pancreatic cancer. While she got headlines in recent years for her notorious nickname- notorious RBG- she made history 
as a pioneer for gender equality. Every working woman and working mother is indebted to Justice Bader Ginsburg for 

several of her landmark cases that made it possible to do both. Her work gave women the right to their own bank account, 
open a credit card, and qualify for a mortgage without a man’s signature. The notorious RBG also made it possible for 
everyone to have the right to vote, a right that everyone should exercise in the coming election.  
 
While we celebrate her life and successes, her death comes at a difficult time. With the election just over a month away 
(Nov. 3), there is growing debate over the timing of the appointment to fill her vacancy on the Supreme Court. President 
Donald Trump has indicated he will appoint another female justice late this week, while others urge the president to wait 
until after the election should former Vice President Joe Biden win. President Trump has already appointed two 

conservative justices in his first term- Neil Gorsuch and John Kavanaugh.  
 
The Supreme Court faces extremely partisan and difficult decisions, which is why the race is on for both parties to 
nominate a justice of their choosing. To complicate matters even further, the week following the election (Nov. 10), the 
Supreme Court is scheduled to take on California v. Texas. The state of Texas is asking the Court to uphold the district 
court’s decision, which declared the entire Affordable Care Act (ACA) to be invalid when the individual mandate on 
owning an insurance policy was thrown out.  A coalition of 21 Democratic attorneys general, led by California, filed an 

appeal. Both sides will have an hour for oral arguments before the Supreme Court Justices vote on the decision.  
 
If the decision is upheld and the ACA is repealed, the following details are just a few priorities that would need immediate 
action by Congress to ensure network adequacy and coverage for children and families- 

 Protections for individuals with preexisting conditions would be disrupted;  

 Adult children would no longer be eligible to remain on their parents’ health plans; 

 Lifetime and annual insurance coverage limits would be challenged; 

 Medicaid expansion would be eliminated (Nebraska expansion begins Oct. 1). 
 

Congress 

The House and Senate will be in session this week. 
 
There are 10 short days remaining before the end of fiscal year (Sept. 30) and Congress must advance an FY 2021 budget 
or a continuing resolution (CR) to fund the government long or short-term without any disruptions. Especially in an 
election year, government shutdowns are not good to have on your record as a lawmaker, therefore the House Rules 
Committee is meeting today to talk about the details of the CR, i.e. how long it will extend, the likelihood of DSH and 

other extenders to be included in the package, etc.  
 
The CR will provide continued funding at current FY 2020 levels for discretionary government programs, such as 
CHGME and NIH funding. Funding for entitlement programs, like Medicaid and Medicare, is not reliant on the 
appropriations process and continues with or without a CR. 
 
It is expected the House could vote by the end of this week; the Senate is likely to take it up early next week.  
 



Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 

Last week, DHHS released its strategy for the public distribution of a COVID-19 vaccine. HHS said that it developed the 
strategy in coordination with the Department of Defense and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). It 
provides a strategic distribution overview along with an interim playbook for state, tribal, territorial and local public 

health programs and their partners on how to plan and operationalize COVID-19 vaccination response within respective 
jurisdictions.  
 
Other resources on a pending vaccine: 

 Strategy for Distributing a COVID-19 Vaccine 
 COVID-19 Vaccination Program Interim Playbook 

 
Internally at Children’s, a COVID-19 vaccine task force has been created to discuss prioritization, distribution, education 

and communication.  
 
 
STATE 

Nebraska DHHS 

Last week, Children’s learned of a new endeavor the Nebraska DHHS is taking on, aiming to redesign child welfare into 
child and family well-being systems.  

 
According to a press release from DHHS, “Thriving Families seek to demonstrate that intentional, coordinated investment 
in a full continuum of prevention and robust community-based networks of support will promote overall child and family 
well-being, equity and other positive outcomes for children and families. The partners believe it is time to act on what we 
know: Community and family support helps keep children safe and well.” 
 
Children’s is connecting with the Department this week to promote a partnership and alliance on the initiative moving 

forward.  
 
2020 General Election News 

2020 General Election Guide for Nebraska 
 

Nebraska Legislature 

Children’s Final 2020 Priority Bill Watch List 
Children’s Master Copy of the 2020 Nebraska Legislature 

 
Child Health Champion Advocacy Team 

Please join Children’s Child Health Champion Advocacy Team every Friday at 7:30am for a 30 minute call. 
 
Advocating for children is extremely important at all stages and this internal group of stakeholders- comprised of 
providers and experts across the continuum of care at Children’s- meets weekly to ensure we are leading the discussion on 
child advocacy in the region. If you are interested in joining the movement, contact Liz Lyons for more information.  

 
 

(Sources: CHA, AHA, KHN, Health Affairs, HHS, Nebraska Legislature, Peetz & Co.) 
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