
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q & A with Oluwaseun “Seun” Adetayo, M.D. 
Getting to know our physician-leaders 

  

“I knew that a career in medicine was what I wanted, where my heart was, where my passion was.”   
 
Dr. Oluwaseun “Seun” Adetayo, M.D., Pediatric Plastic Surgery, and professor, Department of Surgery at 

UNMC College of Medicine, is board-certified, fellowship-trained and recognized as one of the top plastic 
surgeons in the United States. She arrived at Children’s in February 2020.   
  

Q. Through the work you’re doing in pediatric plastic surgery, how are you impacting and improving the 
lives of children?  
  

A. It’s something I’m passionate about. It’s a privilege for me to be part of the  children's stories, to see them 
grow and see the impact our intervention makes in their lives. I’ve seen kids who are depressed, who wouldn’t 
take pictures or make eye contact because of a facial or body deformity. To see them go through 

their reconstruction,  with such strength and fortitude, and see their function restored - as well as their psyche 
and confidence - shows you’ve really changed that life in a way, I think, that’s very difficult to explain. You 
changed their face to the world. And it’s not a one-sided exchange either; the children, through their strength 
and fortitude, teach us a few things about life in return.   

 
Q. What drew you to medicine and plastic surgery in particular?  
  

A. Early on, I wanted to pursue a career in medicine. It started back in Nigeria in West Africa; I was fascinated 
by all things medical. Ironically, I was not particularly looking to go into plastic surgery initially.  As I went 
through my training, I realized how much I enjoyed the science and critical thinking of medicine and working 

with my hands and restoring the body in surgery. I am also drawn to the art and creative side of medicine so I 
was looking at different specialties that would allow for some of that artistic, creative expression  blended with 
the critical thinking skills. That how I initially found plastic surgery. It's one of those specialties where we can 

bring a lot of technique and innovation to families.  
  
Q. Why is Children’s the place for families with plastic surgery needs?  
  

A. The comprehensive services we are building will enable us to provide the full spectrum of care in the 
specialty for our patients. Also, the fact that we are dedicated solely to pediatric care really sets Children’s 
apart. Dr. Adetayo’s team works together with providers from other specialties – including Dentistry, Genetics, 

Neurology, Nutrition, Otolaryngology, Orthopedics, Neurosurgery, Pediatrics, Radiology, Psychology and 
Speech Language Pathology – to ensure patients’ needs are met close to home and, eventually, 24/7.  
   

Q. What drew you to Children’s?  
  
A. I saw that everyone really cared about the children. I felt the passion of everyone wanting to be here and 

wanting to do the right thing for the kids.  
  



 
 
 
 
 
 

Q. What does the future hold for the Pediatric Plastic Surgery Division at Children’s?   
  
A. There is a lot that the specialty can offer our patients and families given the full spectrum of the specialty 

and what it manages. It’s like building a house; the foundation is everything. If you have a terrible foundation, 
the house will not stand. If you have a solid foundation, that house will be set for decades or sometimes 
centuries as history tells us. It is important that systems and processes are put into place correctly at the onset 

so that you start with a solid foundation of controlled growth and you can then build on this exponentially. A 
lot of my energy is being poured into building that core foundation clinically, administratively and surgically All 
great programs start with well-thought-out and laid-out programs and strategic prioritizing and execution of 

those initiatives. Having the knowledge and the wisdom to choose what to embark on earlier versus later, 
seeing the needs of the patients and families and adapting to fit those needs and then looking at the global 
picture of the organization’s mission to ensure program development is in line with patient care needs and 

organizational direction. All these should be moving with the current and not against it. That is how we 
envision the start and growth of the program. The expansion of our Pediatric Plastic Surgery division means 
families can now have their child’s needs met at Children’s, so there is more continuity of care. That’s my 

vision with our service line – to be able to treat the whole person. This is a strong force behind the incredible 
individuals I am fortunate to have on my team as well as within the organization.   
  
Q. It's clear from your website, seunadetayo.com, that you’re incredibly busy. When you do have some free 

time, what do you enjoy doing?  
  
A. Laugh! my parents and siblings. My humanitarian work has taken me to different countries,  including Cuba, 

Haiti, Nigeria, Peru and Zimbabwe for medical and surgical mission trips so it’s been a great way to explore the 
rest of the world.  
 

http://seunadetayo.com/

