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FEDERAL 

Congress 

Last week, President-elect Joe Biden announced his anticipated proposed emergency legislative package, making his f irst 

priority in office to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. This is just a proposal and will require Congress to pass 
legislation to implement the provisions of the plan, which has an overall price tag of approximately $1.9 trillion. I t is not 

yet unclear if bipartisan support can be achieved, but Biden and Democrats on the Hill are rallying the votes to move 

quickly on the package. 

 

Highlights of the public health portions of the plan include: 

• $20 billion for a national vaccination program in partnership with states, localities, Tribes and territories. The 
proposal also proposes to expand the Federal Medicaid Assistance Percentage (FMAP) to 100% for the 

administration of vaccines.  

• $50 billion to expand testing, providing funds for the purchase of rapid tests, investments to expand lab capacity,  

and support to help schools and local governments establish regular testing protocols. 

• $4 billion to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) and the Health 
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) to expand access to behavioral health services. 

• Support for a public health workforce of 100,000 individuals to do jobs like vaccine outreach and contact tracing. 

• Subsidies to assist individuals who have lost employer-sponsored coverage obtain COBRA insurance coverage. 

• $30 billion for the Disaster Relief Fund to ensure sufficient supplies and protective gear as well to reimburse 

states, local governments and Tribes for the emergency response. 
 

Other major proposals include:  

• $1,400 in direct stimulus payments to individuals. 

• $130 billion to help schools reopen safely. 

• Extending the eviction and foreclosure moratoriums and providing an additional $30 billion in rental and energy 
and water assistance. 

• Raising the minimum wage to $15 an hour. 

• Increasing the child tax credit and providing assistance to support childcare. 

• Extending and expanding unemployment benefits. 

 
In the meantime, security detail is high as the world watches President-elect Biden and Vice President-elect Harris be 

sworn into office Wednesday, Jan. 20. Inauguration Day is sparking concerns across the country and many state 

legislatures are taking precautions in light of the insurrection on the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6.  

 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

Last Tuesday, Children’s Hospital Association (CHA) participated in an FDA stakeholder call for pediatric groups on the 
COVID-19 vaccine process. FDA Commissioner Dr. Stephen Hahn and FDA’s Director of the Center for Biologics, 

Evaluation and Research, Dr. Peter Marks offered the following on a pediatric COVID-19 vaccine: 

• COVID-19 Vaccine efficacy appears (based on current data) to be essentially the same across all study age 

groups. This provides an optimistic outlook for pediatric efficacy. 

• The Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) for adolescent age range (12-15) is anticipated within the next 2-3 
months. They will get adult-sized doses. This age range is the easiest and likely will be able to just amend the 
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EUA. They will roll out the vaccine for the age cohorts when the data supports and not wait until all age cohorts 

are done.  
• Age 6-12 EUA is expected to be “several months away,” though they will initiate studies in this age range prior to 

adolescent EUA. For under age 12, they are looking at appropriate dose and appropriate immune response—their  

efforts will be safety focused. 

• They feel the strong desire to get kids vaccinated so they can get back to school, and there is a clear understanding 

that to establish herd immunity, children must be vaccinated. 
• The size of the pediatric cohort will be at least “several hundred” with the same variance and diversity as the adult 

cohorts. They aren’t going to be able to do a massive cohort and will have to use real world evidence to 

extrapolate MIS-C and other potential risks (they are including CMC patients in this cohort as well).  

• Moderna is on the cusp of opening their pediatric trial. Janssen and Pfizer are close behind.  

 

STATE 
Nebraska Legislature 

In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, the Nebraska Legislature is at ease and will return to the state capitol Tuesday, 

Jan. 18 for Day 9 of the 90-day legislative session.  

 

Over 480 legislative bills and legislative resolutions have been introduced, despite Speaker Hilgers (R-Dist. 21, Lincoln) 
requesting his colleagues introduce less legislation in a year where holding public hearings safely and with accessibility is 

more complicated. We expect more formal announcements this week from Speaker Hilgers related to hearings, but he has 

offered those who do not feel comfortable testifying in person an opportunity to personally submit a letter  to the clerk of 

the referenced committee. Typically letters do not go on the committee statement which is a tool for senators to gain a 

quick understanding of what the nature of each bill is.  
 

Children’s is still in the process of reading every legislative bill that directly or indirectly impacts children. These bills 

may be related directly to Medicaid services, specific specialties like behavioral health or rehab services, education, 

poverty, access to food, taxes on food or water, juvenile justice issues, etc. It is necessary for Children’s to look at the 

bigger picture for children when advocating for their needs. By becoming proactive versus reactive, we can more quickly 

impact a child’s life and will ultimately face better outcomes.  
 

A master bill watch list will be generated and distributed with next week’s legislative update. In the meantime, if you 

personally are aware of a bill and would like to add your expertise, feedback, questions, please contact Liz Lyons.   

 

KEY DATES 

Wednesday, January 20th Day 10 – Last day for bill introduction 

Inauguration Day for the President of the United States 

Monday, January 25th First Day of Public Hearings – 9:00a.m. start 

Thursday, March 4th Appropriations Budget due to the Legislature 
Tuesday, February 16th Nebraska Forecasting Advisory Board Meeting 

Tuesday, March 16th Deadline for committee and senator priority bill designations 

Thursday, April 29th Budget bills must be on General File 

Wednesday, May 19th Budget bills must be passed 

Thursday, June 10th 

Sunday, June 13- June 18th 
Last Day of Legislative Session – Sine Die (Day 90)(tentative) 
Children’s Hospital Association (CHA) Family Advocacy Day   

  

  

  
Child Health Champion Advocacy Team 

Please join Children’s Child Health Champion Advocacy Team every Thursday at 7:30am for a 30-minute public policy 

and community advocacy debrief and roundtable discussion. 

 

Advocating for children is extremely important at all stages and this internal group of stakeholders- comprised of 
providers and experts across the continuum of care at Children’s- meets weekly to ensure we are leading the discussion on 

child advocacy in the region. If you are interested in joining the movement, contact Liz Lyons for more information.  
 

(Sources: CHA, FDA, HHS, Peetz & Co., Nebraska Legislature, OWH) 
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