
 

GENERAL SURGERY TRANSITION – FACTS & FAQ 

KEY FACTS 

• It is mission-critical for a children’s hospital to have a strong, dedicated general surgery 

program, offering the full spectrum of surgical care and defined, guaranteed call coverage. 

• Children’s has had a strong general surgery program for many years; most recently, surgical care 

has been provided through a contract with Boys Town National Research Hospital (BTNRH).  

• On Feb. 1, 2021, BTNRH gave notice to cancel this contract, effective Aug. 1, 2021. In response 

to the contract’s termination, Children’s needed to secure consistent coverage to provide the 

full spectrum of pediatric surgical care to best serve our patients and families. 

• Starting Aug. 1, 2021, Children’s Specialty Physicians’ team of Dr. Abdalla Zarroug and Dr. Angela 

Hanna will take on call and consult responsibilities at Children’s. A third surgeon is expected to 

join the group in August.  

• The BTNRH surgeons will remain respected members of our open medical staff. 

FAQ 

Can I consult with whoever I want for general surgery? Yes. All physicians and providers should exercise 

their professional autonomy and make consultation/referral decisions based on what is best for the 

patient.  

After Aug. 1, can I contact the BTNRH surgeons for non-call needs? Yes. Similarly, if you would like to 

consult with Dr. Zarroug or Dr. Hanna before Aug. 1, please submit your request through Epic or fax your 

request to 402.955.6445. This fax line goes into effect on Tuesday, June 15. Click here to access the 

referral request form.  

After Aug. 1, how do I know who is on call? Just like now, Lightning Bolt will always identify who to call 

24/7.  

What surgical care will the CSP general surgery group provide? Dr. Zarroug, a pediatric surgeon who 

has practiced at Mayo Clinic and most recently at Sidra Medicine, and Dr. Hanna, who comes to us from 

Swedish Medical Center in Seattle, perform the full spectrum of pediatric surgical care. There are no 

clinical gaps as we transition call and consult coverage to the CSP surgical team. 

Who will provide surgical leadership for programs like Trauma, ECMO, etc.? As of Aug. 1, Dr. Angela 

Hanna, who is also board-certified in surgical critical care, will serve as medical director for Trauma, 

surgical director for ECMO and surgical director for the PICU. Dr. Zarroug will become surgical director of 

the Fetal Care Center as the only fetal surgical fellowship-trained physician in the region.  

Will the CSP team of surgeons grow? Yes. Recruitment continues, with plans to employ five surgeons by 

the end of 2021. 

http://www.childrensomaha.org/for-providers/refer-a-patient/
http://www.childrensomaha.org/for-providers/refer-a-patient/


I have more questions. Dr. Zarroug, Children’s division chief of Pediatric Surgery, would welcome the 

opportunity to speak or meet with you to share information about the program, its team and the vision 

for the future. You can contact him at azarroug@ChildrensOmaha.org.  


